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1 spirit' exists in that same transliminal c beyond' as
'living being', that is, in the same misty state of indis-
tinguishableness. And the doubt, as to whether mind and
body are ultimately the same thing, covers also the apparent
opposition between 'spirit' and 'living being*. Perhaps
they are likewise one and the same thing.
Are these inclusive concepts after all necessary ? Can we
not acquiesce in the already sufficiently mysterious contrast
between mind and body ? From the standpoint of natural
science, we could not go further. But there is another stand-
point, satisfying to the intellectual conscience, that not only
allows, but even forces us to go forward and overleap that
apparently impassable boundary. This is the psychological
standpoint.
In the foregoing discussion I have taken my stand on the
realistic view-point of scientific thought, without ever ques-
tioning the foundations on which I stood. But in order to be
able to explain briefly what I mean by the psychological
standpoint, I must show that serious doubt can be cast on
the exclusive acceptance of the realistic standpoint. Let us
take, for instance, what a simple intelligence would consider
as the realest of -real things, namely matter. We ca& make
only the dimmest theoretical guesses as to the nature of
matter, such guesses being but images made by our minds.
The ether-vibrations or sun-emanations which meet my eyes
are translated by my perception into light* It is my mind,
rich in images, that gives the world colour and sound; and
that most real and rational certainty which I call experience
is, in its most simple form, a supremely complicated structure
of mental images. So in a certain sense there is nothing
that is directly experienced except the mind itself. Every-
thing is mediated through the mind, translated, filtered,
allegorized, twisted, even falsified by it. We are so enveloped
in a cloud of changing and endlessly shifting images, that we
might well exclaim with a certain great sceptic, ' Nothing
is absolutely true—and even that is not quite certain,1

